
Installation Requirements for Swimming Pools and Hot tubs

With the beginning of the hot days of summer,  the installation of new swimming pools
and the opening of existing pools begin. This is a time that we should tum our attention to
the safety of our children.

The  New  York  State  Building Codes  and  our  local  Zoning  Codes have  a number of
requirements to protect our children from accidents around the pool. By definition, any pool



with a designed water depth of more than 24 inches requires a Building Permit  for pool
installation.   This includes the soft sided inflatable pools which are put up in the  spring and
taken down in the fall. A primary concern with pools is the barrier requirements.   All pools
or other structures intended    for swimming or recreational use are required to have a barrier
of at least 48 inches above grade and this barrier must be rigid. Above ground pools which
are at least 48 inches above grade may meet this barrier requirement; however, the inflatable
pools do not meet this requirement even if the walls are 48 inches high as the walls of the
pool are not rigid. In-ground pools are required to be fully fenced with a minimum fence
height of 48 inches. In addition, all access areas to the pool must be secured; ladders to above
ground pools must either be foldable or removable to prevent access to the pool and all gates
through fences for  in  ground pools and access to pool decks must be self-closing and have
child proof latches. If a house is part of the pool barrier all doors with direct access to the
pool must be alarmed.

In addition to the above barrier requirements, in December 2006, New York State adopted
a new rule which required that all new pool installations or pools which undergo significant
repairs must be equipped with a pool alarm that meets the standards of ASTM 2208.   Some
of the requirements of this standard are an audible poolside alarm and a remote alarm
location (on  the  premises where the pool is located) the alarm requires a manual reset and
cannot be adjusted or turned off. Prices for the alarms range from $100.00 to $200.00 and
more.

There are a number of other specific requirements, including electrical, for the installation
of pools. Pool information packages are available at the office for anyone to pick up. 

Please work with your Code Enforcement Officer to help ensure that your pool is a safe
pool.

   
   David Reese
   Yates Code Enforcement Officer
   (585)765-9146
   dreese@townofyates.org





YATES ZONING- SECTION 680 SWIMMING POOLS

Swimming pools may be installed only as accessory structures to a dwelling for the private use of 
the owners or occupants of such dwelling and their families and guests.  No swimming pool shall 
be installed or maintained unless:

A. Such pools are installed in the rear or side yard of the premises, unless hardship is 
shown.  No swimming pool shall be closer to the street or front lot line than the front 
of the building or structure to which the pool is an accessory use.

B. The setbacks from the side and rear lot lines shall be at least 15 feet.

C. Anything in this Local Law to the contrary notwithstanding, for inground pools, there 
shall be erected and maintained a good quality fence to be a minimum of four feet in 
height, enclosing the entire portion of the premises upon which such pool shall be 
installed and entirely surrounding the area in which such pool is located.

D. Fences and gates shall be required, pursuant to the requirements of the Codes of New 
York State. Every gate or other opening in the fence enclosing any pool, except an 
opening through the dwelling or other main building of the premises, shall be kept 
securely closed and locked at all times when the owner or occupant of the premises is 
not present at such pool.

E. No permit shall be issued for such pool unless the applicant can show that the 
proposed drainage of such pool is adequate and will not interfere with the property of 
others, with public highways or area drainage facilities.

F. No permit shall be issued for such pool unless the applicant can demonstrate that 
there is sufficient water supply to accommodate such pool without detriment to 
normal water consumption requirements and that all proposed water connections are 
proper and adequate.

G. Zoning permits shall be required for all swimming pools having an area greater than
100 square feet or a depth greater than 18 inches regardless of whether the pool is 
above or below ground.

H. This section does not apply to farm ponds or other natural or artificial made bodies of 
water located in on residential areas.









Electrical Inspectors

Commonwealth Electrical Inspection Service, Inc.

Robin Robinson
P.O. Box 82
Medina, NY 14103
Phone: (585)590-6058

Jerry Cullinan
12 Prospect Street
Corfu, NY 14036
Phone: (716)886-8882

Empire Inspections LLC

Tim Enderby
11788 Maple Ridge Rd. 14103
Phone: (585)798-1849
tenderby@empireinsp.com

New York Electrical Inspections Agency

Fritz Gunther
2767 Dewey Avenue Rochester, NY.14616
Office: (585)436-4460 
Cell:    (585)230-4186 
fgunther@inspectny.com
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